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It Kitty Could Talk, She'd Mouth Off

\ project explores how a toy
concept reflects women’s
place In Japanese society

Works in Progress

By SCARLET CHENG

ello Kitty is waaaaay late

It's nearly 9 p.m., and she was
upposed to be here an hour ago,
hey, it's Southern California, and
arently stuck in traffic coming

he's on her way,” mutters Jaime
holnick, a visual artist who's directing
eam project on digital video. It will
enterpiece of her fall show at POST
lery, @ show she's calling “Hello Kitty

" Scholnick says with
we're shooting some

Ltherscenes
an affable person, Scholnick
smiling, but in fact she looks
. After all, Kitty—a.k.a. Junko Ma-
uchi, a student at UC Irvine—is going
1k 1o Japan for her summer holidays and
n't ailable after this week. And
i the film be without its star?
clse is there—the cinematog-
he co-cinematographer who to-
1g lighting, the script supervi-
ant, plus two friends Scholnick
1 ited 1o play Japanese doctors
vhom Kitty consults

Everyone and @ modicum of equipment—one
unera on a tripod, one floodlight and some ca-
bles—are crammed into a narrow hallway on the
hird floor of American Intercontinental Univer-
sity in Marina del Rey, where Scholnick’s day job
s teaching art theory and studio classes.
e it's near the computer room, students
stumbling by and asking, “What's going on
{them, a Japanese student, is talked
third doctor

Sche k's imaginative reinvention of

I {ello Kitty, the mouthless cartoon feline and
yhenom suddenly realizes that she

making a sound—and is she frus-
atching television and poring over
1's magazines, Kitty finds a mouth she likes
takes the illustration to three Tokyo plastic
geons, One by one, they refuse her. Standing
orner, Nathan Wilson is playing Dr. No. 2,
an officious white coat and vigorously
s head at the camera. Two angles and
e kes later, he's done. He passes his

before-and-after shots of reconstructive sur-
gery—the approved ones for Westernized eyelids
and enlarged breasts,

There's a commotion in the hall—the produc-
tion's Hello Kitty has arrived. Makuuchi, 24, looks
like a teen and speaks in a soft voice, which she
now uses to apologize profusely for her lateness.

A relieved Scholnick hurries her into the
women's restroom to get her into costume, a car-
toon-cute ensemble of white satin blouse with big
rounded collar and pink 'pinafore. Scholnick
talked a recent American Intercontinental fash-
ion grad, Belsie Galliano, into making the dress,
while Scholnick took on the task of fabricating the -
shoes and the headpiece, a giant orb covered with
white faux fur, with trademark black ovals for
eyes, astubby yellownose and. . . no mouth.

During the costume change, Makuuchi con-
fesses to Scholnick, “Sorry, I forgot.” Turns out
that if Daniel Brodo, the co-cinematographer,

hadn't called when she was discovered missing, °

Kitty would still be in Irvine.

» “HELLO Km’Y
GETSA
MOUTH,”
POST Gallery,
1904 E. 7th-
Place, Los
Angeles,
Dates: Sept.
21-Nov. 2.
Open
Thursdays-
Saturdays,
12-6 p.m.
Admission:
Free. Phone:
(213) 622-
8580.

ANN JOHANSSON / For The

A teaching stint in Japan fueled the outrage that led vhual mm Jalnu Scholnick to create “Hello Kitty Gets a Mou:

irony is that she left the United States in searc
the sublime, inspired by a 1990 exhibition of
temporary Iapanese art .at LACMA, “A Pr
Spirit.”

“I thought Lbexe would be a connectio
tween living there and making that sort of wr
she says. “So I'went there, I tried to make
beautiful work, but I was just bombarded
these social issues.”

For one thing, she was shocked by the ;
treatment of women—and how they accer
their reduced status. “All my students—lik:
year-old women—would come in wearing H
Kitty,” Scholnick recalls. *I finally asked a stuc
one day, Why do you like her? And she said
she's so kawaii, so cute.’ " The student, aro
35, sported a Hello Kitty T-shirt and handbag
Scholnick looked more closely at the image
mouth.

“I'was horrified. How could you like a char:

.that doesn't even have a mouth? I started

that character as emblematic of how 1 felt 1!
You know, women have to be cute: vou



LISTINGS

but have nearly op-
\ vau. means
{ tieans frighten-
Lime WOrks in-
dolls bound rtogether
at dolls in cages, and
lackened eyes, a
mestic abuse,

1ber one of my students
sunglass: she re-
nan had been beaten

milar

utup with any-

an Times critic acknowl-
show’s social commen-

that Scholnick was
n her potentially
ons of cross-cul-

eriences with humor.

scholnick returned to
geles, and, in between
jobs, she began a se-
s that melded Hello

¢ with guns and am-
an  extreme
kawaii with ko-
vsing a Web

r apart-

mponents
In the tloor, the let-
0-0  are spread

cen lelt—she is
1 animation to

. Schol-
anshowin
POST as well

couple of
ws, including last year's

it the Pasadena Ar-
'hen she ap-
or Habib
Kitty Gets
¢ signed her to open
season
deo, about 15 min-
il be the centerpiece of
on, shown in a Hello
vom (by Scholnick) on a
ty television set (ditto),
irrentl niddle of

n “Hello Kitty Gets a Mouth,” the feline explores Beverly Hills, left,

‘You can't be too aggressive,
you have to be so nice and
cute. There is a part of me
that hates that, but it’s the
truth.’

JAIME SCHOLNICK

on the Japanese concept of kawaii’

Hello Kitty's head frames the
screen, fur-covered with the signa-

ture three black stripes—whisk-

ers—on either side.

Tacked on the walls are a dozen
or so sketches. When the gallery
walls are freshly painted, Schol-
nick will begin drawing murals on
them, One will be based on a work
done in colored chalk on a sheet of
black gessoed paper about 8 feet
wide. In the lower right-hand cor-
ner, a life-sized creature wearing a
crumpled Hello Kitty hood ‘is
pointing a handgun skyward,

ready to shoot.
S “Hello Kitty Gets a Mouth” at
the end of last year. With the
story percolating in her head, she
flew to Japan at Christmas and
visited Puroland, the Sanrio Co.
theme park that fealu\res charac*
ters in its animation pantheon, in-
cluding Kitty. Contained in a
sprawling three-story building, Pu-
roland has rides, live performances
and tons of merchandise.

“I spent the whole day there,”
says Scholnick, who had her video
camera in hand. While in Japan,
she also shot exteriors—street
scenes, views from moving trains,

cholnick became focused on

a plane taking off—to splice into’

the final work,

When she returned home, ‘she
began signing up cast and crew,
volunteers all.

She storyboarded the script with
her friend Margaret Adachi, a for-
mer assistant film editor. She

talked Brodo, a fellow teacher at |-

American Intercontinental, into
being director of photography—al-

though on the second day of

shooting, he brought along his

and picks

Photos courtesy of JAME SCHOLNICK
a mouth In her bedroom.

friend Eric* Whittaker, a profes-
sional cinematographer from Can-
ada, and the project so enchanted
him that Whittaker took over the

ng.
The others have been recruited
in the same serendipitous fash-

smer Museum, 10899 Wilshire Blvd., West-

N

M Announcements must be, received at

3|-nthmwaeh in advance; because of
space limitations, not all will be listed. Send

10 Art Lisungs, Calendar, Los Angeles Times,
202 W. 15t St., Los Angeles, CA 90012

'

Bon Anniversaire Victor Hugo (UCLA Ham-

wood, (310] 443-7000). LCaricatures of the
uthor of *Les Misérables,” *Notre Dame de
Paris” and his friends by Honoré Daumier.
Dnds Dec. 1. .
Dorothy Anderson: Reflections; ' Shizuko
Greenbiatt: Figures and Flowsrs; and Susan
Wiider: Lifsboats: A Deconstruction (TAG, the
Artists Gallery, 2903 Santa- Monlca Blvd.,
"Santa Monica, [310] 829-9556). Paintings.
Ends Sept. 14,

Pacifically Designed (Gallery 825, 825 La Ci-
enega Bivd., West. Hollywood, [310] 652-
8272). Rooms designed and decorated for Pa-
cific Design Center decorators. Ends Aug. 31.

FRIDAY

fon—Inmo, who has an epony- “'Korean Calligraphy Show (Korean Cultural

mous gallery in Chinatown, is a i Center,

friend; Makuuchi a former stu- -
dent; and John Buuck, the editor, a
friend of another American Inter-

continental colleague.

.“Asked about the famous c'harac-t;oumd

tet she portrays, Makuuchi admits, -

- “When I'was little, I really didn't
 like Hello Kitty because it's too gir-

ly. Inever liked pink."

However, ‘the “more Scholnick
considers Kitty, the more she can
relate to her, .

“Hello Kitty is kind of me,” she
finally admits.

As someone often accused of be-
ing nice, perhaps too nice, Schol-
nick understands the impulse be-
hind kawaii."You can’t be too ag- .
gressive, you have to be so nice
and cute,” she says. “There is a part
of me that hates that, but it's the
truth.”

When Hello Kitty gets a mouth,
Scholnick says, and finds -her
voice, "it's really everywoman.” O

Scarlet Cheng is a regular contribu-
tor to Calendar.

5505 Wilshire Blvd,, LA., |323] 936-
*7141). Annual exhibition featuring calli-
graphic works by 65 different artists. Ends
Sept. 5. .
L.A. Car Culture |1, Automobiles, Cityscapes &
Freeways (Palos Verdes Art Center, 5504 W.
ge Road, Rancho Palos Verdes, [310]
*541,2479). Works exploring the influence of

pm.

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

Barbara T. Smith: Perfor
(18th Street Aris Con
Santa Monics.

FRIDAY
The Art of Glving: A Disc
Murrill (Norton S M
Colorado Bivd.,
The artist discusses
tion and her ex
diaand toels. 7

SATURDAY

the Stars

Murals Under
American Ast. 626

|562] 437-1689
entation by § a

Continuing Exh

the . automobile by

Deanna Glad, Marg; Hossler,
Diana Jacobs, Gabe Krelswirth, Nancy Pope-
noe, Sara Ray, Tom Shultz, Al Wasney and
Trudy Wasney. Ends Sept. 28.

SATURDAY
Felicla Goreshter; Shadow Boxing and M-
chele Vignlerl: Daze (Upstairs at the

awg
Market Gallery, 1057 5. San Pedro Street, LA.,
(213] 742-0672). Interactive mixed-media in-
stallation by Goreshter; acrylic and water-
color paintings of dogs in the summertime
Vignieri. Ends Aug. 27.

Group Show: Dreams Off the Highway (Mi-
chael Dawson Gallery, 535 N. Larchmont
1Blvd,, LA., (323) 469-2186). Photography by
Kerik Kouklis, A. Leo Nash and Cece Wheeler.
Ends Sept. 28,

Lop_turu/ Events

TUESDAY

John Kerr (Orange County Museum of Art,
850 San Qemente Drive, Newport Beach,
[848] 759-1122), Lecture on John Baldessari, 2

SOUTHLAND MU
Autry Museum of Weste
Western Heritage Way

Tue.-Sun., 10 a.n

pan. "Art of the

ton.” Ends S¢;

Bowers Museum of Cuiturs

St, Santa Ana, |7 £

a.m.-4 p.n.

from the M

“Gems! T

Stones.” Ends Sept

Craft and Folk Art Muse.
Please
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